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DNR advises people to keep aquarium pets and plants out of Minnesota waters
Surrender events provide opportunity for safe and legal disposal

To help protect Minnesota waters, the Department of Natural Resources is reminding people to
properly dispose of prohibited or unwanted aquarium plants and animals.
“It’s important for hobbyists, teachers, parents and children to know that they should never
release aquarium animals or plants into the wild,” said Heidi Wolf, DNR invasive species unit
supervisor. “Some of the pets and plants that live in aquariums are prohibited species that can
cause serious harm if released into lakes, rivers or ponds.”
The DNR recommends teachers check the prohibited invasive species list before choosing
classroom aquarium animals. “We also encourage teachers to discuss invasive species with
their students,” Wolf said.
People with aquarium animals or plants that are prohibited or that they no longer want can
dispose of them at two upcoming surrender events sponsored by Minnesota Sea Grant:
•

Habitattitude Surrender and University of Minnesota Duluth PAWS Event
o Wednesday, April 25, 11 a.m.-1 p.m.
o Kirby Student Lounge, University of Minnesota Duluth, 1120 Kirby Drive, Duluth.
o Fish, aquatic plants, invertebrates, amphibians and reptiles accepted.
o www.seagrant.umn.edu/news/2018/04/25

•

Minnesota Aquarium Society Spring Auction and Surrender
o Saturday, April 28, 11 a.m.
o Lutheran Church of the Redemption (gymnasium) 927 East Old Shakopee Road,
Bloomington.
o Fish, aquatic plants and invertebrates accepted.
o www.aquarium.mn/announcements/events/auction/spring-auction-2018

Some retailers sell plants and animals that are prohibited in Minnesota. One example
frequently found in classrooms, the red swamp crayfish, is causing major environmental and
economic harm as nearby as Wisconsin.
More information about prohibited and regulated species and what to do with them is available
at mndnr.gov/invasives/laws.
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